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1 Sam 2:22-26.  “Two Priests, a Prophet, and a King.”  NT Reading – Luke 2:44-52

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.		
I recall listening to a radio interview once where the interviewer had invited two experts in to the studio to discuss a particularly bad weekend of alcohol-fueled youth violence.  The first expert opened with a quote about how the young people of today were continually drunk, completely immoral, showed no respect for their elders, and just plain lazy.  Just as I began nodding my head in vigorous agreement, the expert informed the listening audience that the quote he had read was from the Greek author, Aristotle.  

Now those of you familiar with history will know that Aristotle lived nearly 400 years before Christ.  What Aristotle revealed was that bad behavior is nothing new.  
Bad behavior has been a common activity of mankind, young and old alike, since the days of Adam.  
And neither is bad behavior limited to regular members of society.  
Some of the worst examples of corrupt behavior can be found equally in those appointed to leadership, even those appointed to spiritual leadership in the church; those who should know better.  

Students of history may also recall that it is often when things seem particularly corrupt and hope seems forlorn, that God intervenes on behalf of his people.  Just prior to 1740 and the so-called Great Awakening in America, Samuel Blair wrote that “religion lay as it were a-dying and ready to expire its last breath of life in this part of the visible church.”  

Well here in our text today, a similar scene lies before us.  We are presented with a picture of bad behavior; bad behavior at the highest levels of Israel’s national life; the very priesthood.  And yet, we are given small glimpses of hope in the text.  Tiny suggestions that maybe there is hope for Israel.  We witness a work of God that gives us encouragement to pray that God might intervene and grant revival & reformation in a seemingly dying church today.  

For here in 1 Samuel 2:22-26, we see that Israel’s God Intervenes on Behalf of His Covenant People.  This is seen in three ways:  Firstly, in the Rejection of the Priests, secondly, in the Development of the Prophet, and thirdly, in the Foreshadowing of the King.  

In the first place then, Brothers and Sisters, we must consider what is going on with Eli and his two sons Hophni and Phineas; why is there a rejection of the priests?

	Looking at the context, the first thing to note is that we are still in the time of the Judges.  
	Later on when Eli dies, it is recorded that he had judged Israel for 40 years.  Samuel himself becomes the last Judge of Israel.  
	Now the chief characteristic of the time of the Judges is heard in a phrase that is repeated throughout the book of Judges.  “In those days there was no king in Israel.  Each man did what was right in his own eyes.”


	Well this national bad behavior seems unsurprising given what our text reveals about the priests of Israel, isn’t it?  
	The details of the bad behavior of Hophni and Phineas are recorded in all their clarity on the pages of Scripture before us.  
	In vv 12-17 we are told of the liturgical sins of these two men; and by liturgical I mean worship sins.  
	Clearly breaking the rules spelled out in Leviticus, the priests and their servants greedily took the sacrifices that belonged to the Lord and ate it for themselves.


	And then on top of this liturgical sin, Hophni and Phineas added to their guilt with the moral sin recorded in our text.  
	Verse 22 recalls the fact that everyone in Israel knew of the immoral behavior going on between these two men and the women who served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  
	The whole nation was aware of this perverted priesthood.  


	Now, Israel at this time still has no fixed temple.  The Ark of God was housed in the Tabernacle in Shiloh.  
	When Samuel’s mother Hannah arrived at the tabernacle, Chapter 1:9 informs us that Eli was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the Lord’s tabernacle.  
	Eli was right there where his sons were busy committing immorality with the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting.  
	And the deeds of these perverted priests reach a level of such disgust that he finally decides to act. 

Unable to look over the sins of his sons he decides to rebuke them and his rebuke is recorded in vv 23-25.

	Now we must be very careful in saying more about Eli than what Scripture actually says.  However, Scripture reveals that Eli failed in the discipline of his sons.  
	In v29, Eli is accused of “honouring his sons more than he honoured God.”  
	What this meant was that Eli was not sufficiently firm with them when firmness was needed.  His rebuke does not measure up to the full weight of their sin.


	Now there is not a Father living today who can say that he is a perfect parent.  There is not a father living today who can say that they have been consistently firm when firmness was needed or consistently gentle when gentleness was needed.  We are all sinful fathers before the throne of God.  
	And yet, my Dear Brothers, godly men can also be poor fathers, as our text reveals.  
	We have every reason to believe that Eli was a godly and faithful priest.  
	We hear that in the way he speaks to Hannah when he sees her praying.  

We hear it in the way he responds to the prophet of chapter 2 in the verses following our text.  
Nevertheless, despite his faithfulness in these things, Scripture also reveals that Eli was still guilty of honouring his sons more than God.  
	Godly men and godly women can also be poor parents.


	And we also need to note carefully here, that the Bible does not teach that poor sons and daughters come about only because of poor parents.  
	Some of you parents will know the heart ache that comes from seeing a son or daughter walk from the Lord despite the faithful and godly parenting that they have received.  

But here in the case of Eli we have an example of a godly man who was a poor father, because he honoured his sons more than God.  

	And yet, despite Eli’s failings as a Father, Scripture also makes clear that these sons of Eli were guilty before the Lord because of their own corruption.  
	Judgment was about to fall on them because of their stubborn refusal to submit to the Lord.  
	We read in verse 12 that they had no regard for the Lord, or has other translations have it: they did not KNOW the Lord.  
	Now, Eli’s sons were priests of the Lord.  They certainly KNEW about Him, but they did not KNOW Him.  

There was no personal relationship; no union with God.  
	Their knowledge of God was historical and traditional.  They lacked faith.
	Now, Eli could not make his children his children believers.
	You parents can not make your children believe,  That can only be accomplished by the work of the Spirit in their hearts.
	But you are called to be an example of someone who lives in relationship with Jesus Christ.
	And this is far more than making sure they are in church twice and sending them to a Christian school.

Is your relationship with Jesus Christ obvious to your children?
	Can they hear it in your words?  Do you speak about Jesus?
	Can they see it in your devotion to Him?  Do they see you study?

Can they see it in your worship?  As you sing and hear the Word preached?
Do they hear it when you confess your sins?
	Do you talk with them about their relationship with the Lord?

Do you pray about their relationship with the Lord?

	Well, because of H & P failure to KNOW God, V25 informs us that they did not listen to their Father’s rebuke, “for it was the Lord’s will to put them to death.”  
	Now, at first read, some might be tempted to say that this is somewhat harsh.  
	How can we blame these poor boys if God wanted to put them to death?  


	Well, the same question is asked in Romans 9:19.  There it says, “One of you will say to me: ‘Then why does God still blame us?  For who resists His will?”  
	What Romans 9 reveals though is that this is the wrong question!  

We all deserve death and eternal destruction; that is the proper consequence of our sin.  
	The question is why has God chosen some to eternal life?  Why when he looks down at the Davids, the Elis, the Samuels, at you and at me, does He choose some to eternal life?  

Romans 9:22 tells us that God is patient with those that He has prepared for destruction in order TO MAKE THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY KNOWN TO THE OBJECTS OF HIS MERCY.”  
	God’s sovereign and electing purposes excuse no one from the consequences of their unbelief.


	Now, we must also be very careful here, Brothers and Sisters.  We only know about Hophni and Phineas’ eternal destiny, because it is recorded for us in Scripture. 

With those known to us who walk yet apart from the Lord we do not know this.  
	We must continue to pray that they might be brought to repentance.  

We must beg God to be gracious and merciful.  

	But this was not so for Hophni and Phineas.  

For them, judgment was certain, for their sin was very great.  

And so, God intervenes on behalf of His Covenant People, firstly by rejecting these priests, but also secondly, in the development of the prophet.  

I recently read the story about a B-17 bombing run over a German city in World War 2.  Nazi anti-aircraft fire hit the gas tank of a bomber but didn’t explode.  The next day, the pilot asked the crew chief for the shell that hit the tank as a souvenir only to be told that there were 11 unexploded shells in the gas tank!  He went over to the armourors to pick them up.  The armourors had opened them all and found a note in one of them written in the Czech language.  Translated, the note read, “This is all we can do for you now.”  These Czechs, forced to work for the Germans, were simply not putting charges in some of the shells that were sent off to the front lines.  In a very quiet and behind the scenes manner, they had contributed to the “salvation” of the Allies.

	Well very often, such is the way that God works for His people.  ]
	He does not make a loud announcement that salvation is at hand.  Instead, chapter 2 begins with the Prayer of Hannah, before turning to the horrible mess of the perverted priesthood.  But perhaps you have noticed, the glimpses of hope that this passage offers.  Right in the middle of this whole mixed up sinful mess there are very deliberate indicators that God is at work.  
	Look firstly at v 11, where it says “But the boy ministered before the Lord under Eli the priest.”  
	Now, surely, there is nothing startling in that is there; just a few words of narrative telling us about Samuel isn’t it?  
	But then again in v18, “Samuel was ministering before the Lord.”  

Again, in v20, “Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord.”  
Again, at the end of our text in v26, we read, “The boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men.”  
And then, finally, at the beginning of chapter 3, we find written: “The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli”

	Make no mistake, Brothers and Sisters; repetition in the Bible is very deliberate.  
	The writer wants us to take careful note of what he is saying about the Lord’s work here.  

He is taking great care to let the reader know that when hope seems forlorn and God’s people near to certain judgment and destruction, God is at work!  

	It was not that long ago that we had an election.  
	You boys and girls will remember all the signs that are everywhere; signs saying “vote for me!”  

Well God doesn’t work like that.  There are no flashing neon signs to inform the people of what He is about to do.  There isn’t always a loud announcement spelling out His program for redemption.  But nevertheless, God is busy directing the course of history in order to safeguard the salvation of His covenant people. 

	All Israel suffered under the tyranny of these priests.  But here in this text are words that are quietly whispering: “Don’t forget Samuel – you see how Samuel is serving – Don’t forget Samuel.”  
	These whispered words are words that should ring in your ears People of God; words that should lift you up as the church of Christ.  

God is yet at work for you and through you!  He will not abandon His people!  
These are words that should lift you up as you cry out in prayer over the many of our country and others who are currently lost and destined for Hell.  
God is faithful to His promises.  He desires the conversion of the nations!
	God does not abandon His people.  


Instead, God intervenes on behalf of His Covenant people.  He not only judges the priests and develops the prophet, but we see lastly, that He foreshadows the King.  

In verse 26, we read, “the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men.”  

Perhaps some of you are already recognizing that these words have a familiar ring to them.  
These words were used also in our reading from Luke 2:52.  These words were used to describe Jesus as He debated with the teachers in the Temple.  
In Jesus’ time, Israel was under the occupation of the Romans and the High Priesthood was being sold to the highest bidder.  
There had been no revelation from God, no prophets for almost 400 years before the coming of John the Baptist.  
God though, had brought salvation!  
He had raised up the one who was to be Prophet, Priest, and King; the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world.  
And what does it say of Jesus in Luke 2:52?  “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”

Was Jesus’ birth announced with great fanfare to the whole world?  Were royal heralds sent to all corners of God’s empire to announce the coming of salvation?  
No.  Just an angelic announcement to a few shepherds on some dark Palestinian hillside; just a bright star to guide a few Middle-Eastern Astronomers to the stable behind a non-descript Bethlehem inn.  

The similarities between the account of Samuel and the account of Jesus are no accident of words!  
Here is a very deliberate pointing forward to the coming of the one who would truly save God’s covenant people from their sins.  
What the OT saints could only see in shadow form, as it were, we have fully revealed before us in Luke 2:52.  
The promised Messiah that they could only see as pointed to in people like Samuel, we can see clearly in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is God the Father’s greatest intervention on behalf of His covenant People.  
Unlike Hophni and Phineas – the perverted priests, Jesus Christ became the perfect priest as Hebrews 7 makes clear.  
He became a High Priest who is holy and blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens; a High priest who has been made perfect forever!”

Unlike Samuel – the prophet who spoke of things even he did not fully understand, Jesus Christ has become the Prophet of His people.  
He brings the Word of God.  He is the Word of God.  He fulfills the Word of God.  
As Hebrews 1 makes clear, as the pre-eminent prophet, “He is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of God’s being, sustaining all things BY HIS POWERFUL WORD.”

Unlike David, the King who committed murder and adultery, Jesus Christ is the KING OF KINGS!  
He is the one who is enthroned in glory.  
He is the one to which all creatures in heaven and earth sing, “Praise and honour and glory and power for ever and ever.”

Unlike Eli who honored His sons more than God, God the Father humiliated His Son for your salvation.  
God the Father was willing to forsake His one and only begotten Son in order to redeem His chosen people.

Perhaps you are a parent who is conscious of your parental failings?
Perhaps you are a child who knows that you need to grow in grace?
Perhaps you are one who wonders whether the Lord has forgotten the church?
Well, what a blessing to know that God does not abandon His people, that He does intervene on their behalf!
And so, let us give thanks and praise to God for appointing Jesus Christ to be our Prophet, Priest, and King.  And let us be comforted in the knowledge that there is forgiveness in Jesus, even for our failings as individuals, as parents, and as members of His church.   Amen.


